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Dedicated to all who love Douwlina 

and who have sacrificed to give her the chance 

to live and especially to 

Johan, Annales, their family and Daniel 

who make certain each day 

that she enjoys

a protected and healthy environment.
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May the Lord continue to bless 

the work of your hands and 

grant you the privilege of sharing 

Douwlina’s testimony 

of victory and love.

              “Love never fails” 1 Corinthians 13:8
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There are two kinds of stories in the world.  

There are those that have sad endings and those that have happy 

endings.  

This is a story with a happy ending. 

In case you don’t already know.  

Douwlina is a white rhinoceros.  

Did you know that there are two 

kinds of rhinos in Africa? 
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There are black rhino and white rhino and these names have nothing to do 

with their color.  For the most part, black and white rhinos look alike, but 

there are a few differences.
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The mouth of a black rhino has a pointed upper lip that turns down and is used 

to grab food.  

Black rhinos eat 

leaves from trees 

and branches.  
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White rhinos eat brush and grass which they gather from the ground, and have 

a wide, flat mouth.
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White rhino babies, which are called calves, run in front of their 

mothers.    



9

Black rhino calves run behind their moms.  These are some of the ways you can 

tell the difference between the two types.
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Douwlina’s story did not begin happy.  She was orphaned from birth.  Her 

mother was killed by poachers in South Africa.  Poachers are people who kill 

animals illegally using traps, or poison or firearms.  They are not hunters.  Most 

people do not know that there is a difference between poaching and hunting.  

Poaching is illegal.  Hunting is legal. Hunters buy licenses and the money from 

the licenses is used to support wildlife organizations that make sure game 

populations are strong and healthy.
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When animals have a healthy place to 

live, they grow strong and are not in 

danger of becoming extinct.

Unfortunately, the rhinoceros 

population of the world is facing 

extinction because poachers are 

killing them each week.
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Some people think that the horn of a rhino has special powers of healing.  

There is no scientific 

evidence to support this 

theory, but because people 

believe that rhino horns have 

power they will pay lots of 

money to have one. 

Douwlina’s mother was killed for her horn.



Fortunately, Douwlina was saved and cared for by people working 

at the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre.    
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It wasn’t too long before she was purchased by a family who took 

her to live on their farm in the Limpopo Province of South Africa.   

When she arrived at her new home, she had never lived in the wild.  

She only knew the love and care of humans.  The family that owned 

the farm also loved and cared for her and wanted so much for her 

to be able to return to the wild and live happily with other rhinos.  

No one knew if Douwlina would ever 

choose to live with her own species.  
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There are many funny stories of Douwlina’s early days on the farm.  

Imagine a full grown rhinoceros thinking that she is a person.  For 

example, there was the time when the family was inside their 

farmhouse and Douwlina decided to join them.  
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She walked onto the porch and 

simply stuck her head through 

the closed window shattering 

glass everywhere.  No one was 

harmed, but you can see the 

difficulties that are presented 

when a full grown rhino thinks it 

is a person. 
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Douwlina also liked to go running 

with Annales, the wife of the farm 

owner.  Whenever Annales would 

go out for a jog, there was always 

the possibility that Douwlina would 

join her.  Imagine having a full grown 

white rhino running by your side as 

you run down your street.  
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You also might find that if you visited the farm, Douwlina would be 

at the gate to greet you.   Because she preferred the company of 

people, Douwlina would often sit at 

the front gate with the security guards.  

You might have to wait a few minutes 

for Douwlina to move out of the way 

because her full grown body would 

completely block the road.  
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The first time I met Douwlina, she came strolling down the road 

towards my car.  I was not sure what to think.  Was she coming in 

peace or would she try to push our car out of her way?    
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Much to my surprise, she walked right up to my window, placed her 

full grown body against the side of the car door and waited for me 

to scratch her back.
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Unfortunately, a full grown rhino who wants to rub against a car 

also has the strength to dent a car.  

Though she did not dent my car 

that day, she has in the past 

been the reason for a number of 

scratches and dents on other 

vehicles.
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These stories and many others occurred regularly on the farm, but 

the question still remained.  Would Douwlina ever choose to live in 

the wild with the other rhino?
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Then it happened. 

 Douwlina had always known that there were two other rhino living 

on the farm, a male and a female.  Both of the other rhinos were 
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happy to have Douwlina join them, but until that day, Douwlina had 

preferred the company of people.  
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Little by little, she began to spend time with the other two rhinos 

and one day, as if it had happened overnight, she was 

gone.  She had made the choice all on her own.  
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She was back in the wild with her own species.
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Today, she is living happily with the other rhino, but we must not 

forget the real problem she and all rhino are facing in the wild – 

poaching.  

When you buy this book you are learning about rhinoceroses and 

about poaching and in doing so you are helping to raise awareness 

of the problems that the world’s rhino population is facing.  

If something is not done to stop rhino poaching the entire 

population is facing complete extinction.  
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However, not only are you helping to raise awareness, but you are 

also helping financially because a percent of the proceeds from this 

book will go to rhino rescue organizations that are working stop 

poaching immediately in South Africa.
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Douwlina’s story reminds us that a tragic beginning does not have to 

end in sorrow.  At the time of her birth, only God knew if she would live 

and one day thrive.  Douwlina is a picture of the goodness of God 

working through 

the love and 

kindness of 

people caring 

for His creation.
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And now I have a little secret to share with you.  At the time of the 

writing of this book, Douwlina is pregnant.

What a great ending to a beautiful story!!!
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Thank you for your support and please share Douwlina’s story with 

others so that everyone can help to end poaching in all countries.
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When Douwlina was very young, she believed this lamb was her mother and she looked to her for 

comfort and instruction...

“and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and *said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’ ”    (John 1:36)


